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Project Abstract:
The Illinois Department on Aging will offer consumer direction statewide to Illinois seniors by March 2009.  The proposed program will expand the existing Illinois My Choices/ Cash and Counseling demonstration project to include flexible state and Older Americans Act Title III funds, and develop a new methodology for targeting older individuals at-risk of Medicaid spend down to prevent premature nursing home placement. As one of few states contributing more than $300 million to cover Home and Community-Based Waiver Services beyond the Medicaid eligible population, Illinois is in a unique position to respond to this funding opportunity.  

Partners in the My Choices program will include the Northeastern IL Area Agency on Aging in Kankakee, the Central IL Agency on Aging in Bloomington, the East Central IL Area Agency on Aging in Peoria, and the Southwestern Illinois Area Agency on Aging in Belleville.  The Health and Medicine Policy Research Group in Chicago will evaluate the program, and the Illinois Public Health Association will provide ongoing assistance and training for case managers.

The Illinois Department on Aging (IDoA) administers the Community Care Program (CCP) which was established in 1979 and became a state entitlement by a federal court consent decree in 1983.  The program provides home and community-based services to frail elderly age 60 and older who meet nursing home eligibility requirements.  During state fiscal year 2007, the CCP provided services to more than 60,500 frail elderly thereby successfully diverting or delaying those individuals from nursing home placement.  The proposed project will serve an additional 300 seniors through consumer direction.
